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PUNTUACIÓN QUE SE OTORGARÁ A ESTE EJERCICIO: (véanse las distintas partes del examen) 

CONTINÚA AL DORSO     

Elija UNA de las dos opciones propuestas, A o B,  para cada uno de los TRES EJERCICIOS [Reading 

comprehension, rephrasing, writing] de los que consta el examen. En cada pregunta se señala la 

puntuación máxima.  

EJERCICIO 1. READING COMPREHENSION (5 points) 

 
OPTION A 

Avoid fast fashion 
 

For people who love to shop, “fast fashion” — cheap, trendy clothing — allows them to indulge in the shopping 
experience more frequently. For those of us who don’t enjoy shopping, the opportunity to buy inexpensive new 
clothes helps us save money without having to put in the effort to find good clothing at secondhand stores. 
But the cheap, on-trend items that we buy now and discard in a year or so are problematic. First, there are 
environmental costs to fast fashion. In addition, clothing factories dump harmful chemicals, such as toxic dyes, 
into water. Fabric and clothes are shipped long distances in order to take advantage of cheap labor. Much of the 
clothing we buy is made using synthetic fabrics, which release microfibers every time we wash our clothes. 
These fibers are too small to be trapped during wastewater treatment, and they end up in our rivers and in the 
food chain. And worn-out and out-of-date clothing often ends up in landfills at the end of its (short) lifespan. 
Synthetic materials in particular take a very long time to break down. 
Fast fashion isn’t just bad for the environment; it’s bad for workers. In many cases, the people who work in 
clothing factories receive extremely low pay to work under dangerous conditions. When factory fires occur, 
workers may be trapped inside the building. Last month 40 labourers died in a fire in a clothing factory which 
had no fire certification or emergency escape route. Fires aren’t the only danger to workers. In 2013, 1,134 
people died when the building they worked in collapsed.  
 
1. Add True or False, quoting the relevant information from the text to justify your answer. (2 points) 
a) It is easy to find good clothes at secondhand stores. 
b) Some clothing factories do not meet safety standards. 
 
2. Answer the following questions according to the information given in the text. Use your own words. 
(2 points) 
a) What are the advantages of fast fashion? 
b) Why are synthetic fibers a danger for the environment? 
 
3. Find words or phrases in the text which mean the same as the following: (1 point) 
a) fell down: c) modern, fashionable: 
b) get rid of, throw away: d) risky: 
 
 
 
OPTION B 

Imaginary friends 
 
When I was three, I had an imaginary friend named Gemma. She was fearless where I was afraid, and 
rebellious where I was conservative. Even though my brain created her, she inspired me to go on adventures I 
would not have had the confidence to embark upon without her. So it saddened me to see the results of a 
recent survey showing that nursery workers believed children have fewer imaginary friends than they did five 
years ago, and that this is a result of increased screen time. 
It’s thought that 40% of us had imaginary friends during our childhood, and there has been a shift in the way 
those friendships are perceived. Until the 1990s, imaginary friends were considered to be a psychological red 
flag, a sign of loneliness or an unwillingness to accept reality. However, the consensus has changed, and 
imaginary friendships are linked to advanced social skills, strong verbal abilities and, perhaps unsurprisingly, 
creativity. If there are fewer imaginary friends populating the worlds that our children live in, that might lead to a 
future with fewer artists, writers and problem-solvers, which is a real cause for concern. 
Some novelists have compared their relationships with their characters to a connection with imaginary friends. 
They may create and invent a personality, but these fictitious people often begin to behave in a way that wasn’t 
planned, sometimes disrupting the plot of a book entirely.  
 



 

 

1. Add True or False, quoting the relevant information from the text to justify your answer. (2 points) 
a) It is now believed that having imaginary friends helps children become more sociable. 
b) Novelists always control the personality of the characters they create. 
 
2. Answer the following questions according to the information given in the text. Use your own words. 
(2 points) 
a) Why was the author sad to see that nowadays few children have imaginary friends? 
b) What was the attitude towards children with imaginary friends until the 1990s? 
 
3. Find words or phrases in the text which mean the same as the following: (1 point) 
a) worry: c) change: 
b) motivated, encouraged: d) brave: 
 
 
 

EJERCICIO 2. REPHRASING (2 points) 

 
OPTION A 
 
Complete the second sentence in each pair. The meaning should be the same as that of the first 
sentence. (2 points) 
a) I don’t like shopping. However, I sometimes buy clothes in secondhand shops. 

Although (…) 
b) In the last few years, clothing factories have dumped tonnes of harmful chemicals into water. 

In the last few years, tonnes (…) 
c) The workers will go on strike if the safety regulations are not met. 

Unless (…) 
d) Fast fashion is worse for the environment than car driving. 

Car driving is not (…) 
 
OPTION B 
 
Complete the second sentence in each pair. The meaning should be the same as that of the first 
sentence.  (2 points) 
a) Children have fewer imaginary friends than they did five years ago. 

Five years ago (…) 
b) Both Gemma and I liked to go on adventures. For this reason, we always had a good time together. 

As (…) 
c) She asked her: “Have you ever had an imaginary friend?” 

She wanted to know (…) 
d) My cousin has an imaginary friend. If not, her childhood would be very lonely. 

If (…) 
 

EJERCICIO 3. WRITING (3 points) 

 
OPTION A 
 
Write a composition on the following: What should we do to be more responsible consumers (when buying 
any product, not only clothes)? (80-120 words).  (3 points) 
 
OPTION B 
 
Write a composition on the following: What features and qualities must a good friend have? (80-120 words). 
(3 points) 
 




